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SUBJECT: CODEL MCGOVERN VISITS BANGLADESH 

SUMMARY: CODEL MCGOVERN RECEIVED RED CARPET TREATMENT 
WHEN IT VISITED DACCA. THE BANGALEES WHO SAW IN VISIT 
AN OPPORTUNITY TO WIDEN AMERICAN EXPOSURE TO THEIR 
POLICIES AND PROBLEMS GAVE THE VISITORS A WARM RECEP- 
TION. PROM OUR SIDE, THE VISIT WAS SIGNIPICANTLY 
INSTRUCTIVE POR THE BANGALEES SINCE THEY WERE TOLD 
AT PIRST HAND OF CONGRESSIONAL ATTITUDES TOWARDS 
ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE - ESPECIALLY THE GROWING IMPOR- 
TANCE ASSIGNED TO POPULATION CONTROL - AND ARMS 
SUPPLY. END SUMMARY. 

I. SENATOR GEORGE MCGOVERN, ACCOMPANIED BY MRS. 
MCGOVERN AND STAFP AIDES, ARRIVED IN DACCA ON DECEMBER 1 1 
POR A VISIT LASTING ONE AND ONE-HALE DAYS. DURING HIS 
STAY, THE SENATOR MET THE PRESIDENT OF BANGLADESH, JUSTICE 
A.M. SAYEM, TWO OP THE THREE DEPUTY CHIEF MARTIAL LAW AD- 
MINISTRATORS (MAJOR GENERAL ZIAUR RAHMAN AND COMMODORE 
MOSHARRAP HUSSAIN KHAN), AND SENIOR OPPICIALS OF THE BDG. 
THE PARTY WERE THE GUESTS OP POREIGN SECRETARY TABARAK 
HUSAIN AT A DINNER AND CULTURAL SHOW ON THE EVENING OP 
THEIR ARRIVAL AND THE FOLLOWING DAY PARTICIPATED IN 
MEETINGS WITH SENIOR OPPICIALS OP THE MINISTRIES OP 
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POREIGN APPAIRS AND AGRICULTURE, AND THE PLANNING COM- 
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MISSION, WITH THE PRESIDENT'S ADVISOR FOR FAMILY PLAN- 
NING, DR. MOHAMMED IBRAHIM, AND WITH PRESIDENT SAYEM, 
GENERAL ZIA AND COMMODORE KHAN, THE MCGOVERNS AND 
OTHERS IN THE PARTY CALLED AT THE CHOLERA RESEARCH 
LABORATORY, AND ONE MEMBER OF THE PARTY VISITED THE 
RESETTLEMENT CAMP AT TONGI AND A VASECTOMY FAIR AT 
JOYDEVPUR. ON THE EVENING OF JANUARY 12, THE CHARGE 
ENTERTAINED THE PARTY AND BANGALEE GUESTS. THE CODEL 
LEFT DACCA AT MIDDAY ON JANUARY 13. IMMEDIATELY PRIOR 
TO DEPARTING, SENATOR MCGOVERN MET WITH THE DACCA PRESS. 

2. THE VISIT WAS ASSIGNED GREAT IMPORTANCE BY THE 
BANGALEES, AND THE PRESENCE OF GENERAL ZIA, THE EF- 
FECTIVE IF DE FACTO HEAD OF GOVERNMENT, AT THE TWO 
EVENING EVENTS AS WELL AS AT THE MEETING WITH THE PRESI- 
DENT UNDERSCORES THIS CONCLUSION. THE BANGALEES EN- 
DEAVORED TO USE THE VISIT TO ACHIEVE SEVERAL ENDS: 

- TO REINFORCE THE SYMPATHY EVIDENCED IN PAST YEARS 
BY MEMBERS OF CONGRESS; 

- TO CONVEY ONCE AGAIN BANGLADESH'S COMMITMENT TO A 
POLICY OF 'POSITIVE" NON-ALIGNMENT (I.E., ONE WHICH (I) 
DEALS WITH ISSUES ON THEIR MERITS AND (II) 

FOCUSES ON PRESERVING PEACE); 

- TO DEMONSTRATE T VIR DESIRE FOR SOUND RELATIONS 
WITH THEIR NEIGHBORS (READ: INDIA) IN A MANNER 
WHICH PROTECTS THE SOVEREIGNTY AND TERRITORIAL IN- 
TEGRITY OF BANGLADESH; 

- TO EXPLAIN THE REASONS FOR SHORTCOMINGS IN ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS (POINTING TO THE FAILURES OF 
SHEIKH MUJIBUR RAHMAN IN REGARD TO INTERNAL SECURITY 
AND ADMINISTRATION); 

- TO DEMONSTRATE AS CLEARLY AS POSSIBLE THAT BANGLADESH 
UNDERSTANDS THE NEED FOR POPULATION CONTROL; AND 

- TO TEST THE CLIMATE IN CONGRESS FOR SOME MEASURE OF 
ASSISTANCE TO THE MILITARY OR, IF THIS IS NOT POSSI- 
BLE, INTERNAL SECURITY FORCES. (SEE SEPTEL FOR 
DETAILS) 

3. THE SET OF SUBSTANTIVE CONVERSATIONS HELD AT THE 
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MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS WERE THE MORE IMPORTANT. 
THERE THE FOREIGN SECRETARY BRIEFED THE SENATOR AND HIS 
PARTY ON BOTH DOMESTIC DEVELOPMENTS AND FOREIGN POLICY 
MATTERS. COMMENTS ON ECONOMIC AFFAIRS AND ASSISTANCE 
MATTERS WERE LED BY A.K.H. AHSAN OF THE PLANNING COM- 
MISSION. (MEMORANDA OF CONVERSATION DEALING WITH THE 
TWO ASPECTS OF THE MEETING ARE BEING POUCHED.) IN ALL 
OF THESE DISCUSSIONS, SENATOR MCGOVERN TOOK THE OPPOR- 
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TUNITY TO DESCRIBED THE PRESENT ATTITUDE OE CONGRESS IN 
REGARD TO EOREIGN ASSISTANCE, NOTING IN PARTICULAR 
(I) THE DESIRE TO INSURE THAT ASSISTANCE IS DIRECTED 
TOWARD THE "POOREST OE THE POOR", (II) THE CONVICTION 
THAT ACTIVE POPULATION CONTROL PROGRAMS ARE REQUIRED 
LEST EOREIGN AID PROVE INEEEECTIVE, AND (III) THE ANTI- 
PATHY TOWARD PROGRAMS OP MILITARY ASSISTANCE. MUCH OP 
THE SAME GROUND WAS COVERED IN THE MEETING WITH THE 
PRESIDENT. (A SEPARATE MEMORANDUM OP CONVERSATION 
HAS BEEN PREPARED AND IS BEING POUCHED.) 

4. THE VISIT WAS ALSO MARKED BY A VARIETY OP MORE 
PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS. FOR EXAMPLE, BOTH GENERAL ZIA 
AND FOREIGN SECRETARY TABARAK HUSAIN TOLD SENATOR 
MCGOVERN OP THEIR VIEW THAT INDIA HAS ACTED PROVACATIVELY 
TOWARD BANGLADESH SINCE AUGUST 15 AND THAT, AS A CON- 
SEQUENCE, BANGLADESH'S SENSE OP SECURITY IS PRAGILE. 

AS SENATOR MCGOVERN TOLD SEVERAL MEMBERS OP THE EMBASSY 
STAPF, PERHAPS THE MAJOR REVELATION OP HIS VISIT WAS THE 
DISCOVERY OP THE DEPTH OP PEAR ON THE PART OF THE 
BANGALEES AND THE PACT, LITTLE RECOGNIZED ON CAPITOL HILL, 

THAT THE INDO-BANGALEE HONEYMOON IS OVER. IT WAS IN THE 
CONTEXT OP THE CONCERN OVER INDIA THAT THE BANGALEES SOUGHT 
TO TEST THE SENATOR'S RECEPTIVITY TO ARMS ASSISTANCE, A 
PROBLE WHICH HE DEFLECTED. 

5. AT THE END OP THE VISIT, THE SENATOR MET POR ALMOST 
HALE AN HOUR WITH THE PRESS AT DACCA AIRPORT. (SEE 
DACCA I40825Z JAN 76) WHILE A PEW QUESTIONS DEALT WITH 
SUCH MATTERS AS ANGOLA, DETENTE AND SOUTHEAST ASIA, THE 
BANGALEES RESERVED MOST OP THEIR QUESTIONS POR THE 
REGIONAL AND LOCAL SCENE. NORMALIZATION OP RELATIONS 

IN SOUTH ASIA PIGURED PROMINENTLY, AND THE SENATOR NOTED 
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THAT INDIA, PAKISTAN AND BANGLADESH ALL STRESS THE NEED 

POR NORMAL RELATIONS, THEREBY SUGGESTING TO HIM THAT THE LACK OF 

MORE FREQUENT DIALOGUE MIGHT BE THE PRIMARY IMPEDIMENT 

TO THE PROCESS. HE ADDED THE VIEW THAT THE PROBLEMS OP 

THE SUBCONTINENT CAN BEST BE SOLVED BY THE COUNTRIES 

THERE. HE WAS, UNSURPRISINGLY, ASKED ABOUT THE PROSPECTS 

POR CONTINUED ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE AND USED THE OPPORTUNITY 

TO STRESS AGAIN THE CONGRESS' DESIRE TO AID THE MOST 

IMPOVERISHED AND ITS VIEW THAT POPULATION CONTROL IS 

IMPERATIVE. 

POSTER 
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